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Dear Sir. 

The Examiner's attention is hereby directed to the following reference(s) listed on the attached Form 
PTO-1449 for consideration in connection with the examination of the above-identified patent application. 

One copy of the reference(s) is enclosed. 

Each of the enclosed reference(s) was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of this information disclosure 
statement. 

This submission does not represent that a search has been made or that no better art exists and does 
not constitute an admission that each or all of the enclosed documents constitute "prior art." If it should be 
determined that any of the submitted documents do not constitute "prior art" under United States law, 
applicant(s) reserve the right to present to the office the relevant facts and law regarding the appropriate 

status of such documents. 

Applicants) further reserve the right to take appropriate action to establish the patentability of the 
disclosed invention over the enclosed references, should one or more of the references be applied against the 
claims of the present application. 
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m 1 5 m "jLIST OF PATENTS AND 

PUBLICATIONS 
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DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 




ATTORNEY DOCKET NO 

SP00-381 



SERIAL NO. 

10/034,533 



APPLICANT Harris et al. 



FILING DATE December 21, 2001 



GROUP: 1755 



REFERENCE DE SIGNATION 

Examiner Document Number 

Initial 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 




AA 



AD 



5,043,002 



Date 



Name 



Dobbins et al. 



Class 



65 



Sub- 
Class 



3.12 




Filing Date 
if Approp. 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 




OTHER ART (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, etc.) 





AR 






AS 






AT 






AU 






AV 






AW 


i^v a tt: /~TYKTgTr\TJPT?TV 



EXAMINER- Init ial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609: draw line through 
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communicat.on to applicant. 
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PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 



lie INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



To: 



TIMOTHY M- SCHAEBEKLE 
CORNING INCO KI'OHAT E O 
SP Tl .4 1 

CORNING, NEW YORK i+b.*H 



RECE/VED 

flPfi 1 8 2002 

TC 1 7nn 



PCT 



NOTIFICATION OF TRANSMITTAL OF 
THE TNTEll NATION AT- SEA tfCTT HEVOflT 
OB THE DECLARATION 

(PCT Rule 44.1) 



Date of Mailing 
{day/ mon th/ year ) 



2 2 MAR 2002 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
SPOO-38 1 



FOR FURTHER ACTION Sec paragraphs 1 and 4 below 



International application No. 
PCT/USoi/49151 



International filing date 

(day/mon ih/year ) 

19 DECEMBER 2001 



Applicant 

CORNING INCORPORATED 



DOCKE 



t ere wit It. 



px| The applicant is hereby notified that the international search report has heeil estal|lishedj^ tramy 

Filing of Amendments and statement under Article 19: I / 

The applicant is entitled, if he so wishes, to amend the claims of the intern ajiona 

Whc- lhe turn limit to, filing such amendments is normally 2 months from the date of transmittal of the 
international search report; however, for more details, see the notes on the accompanying sheet. 

Where? Directly to the International Bureau of WIPO 

S4, cheinin des Colombettes 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 
Facsimile No.: (+1-22) 740.14.S5 

For more detailed instructions, see the notes on the accompanying sheet. 



The applicant is hereby notified that no international search report will be established and that the declaration under 
Article I7(2)(a) to that effect is transmitted herewith. 

| 1 With regard to the protest against payment of (an) additional fee(s) under Rule 40.2. th- applicant-is notified that: 

thl . p rott:S t together with the decision thereon has been transmitted to the International Bureau together with 
the applicant's request to forward the texts of both the protest and the decision ih< r.-on to the designated 
Offices. 



□ 
□ 



no decision has been made yet on the protest; the applicant will be notifmd as soon :.s a d.cisio,, is 



madr 



1. 



Further action(s): The applicant is reminded of the following: 

Shortly utter 18 months Iron, the priority date, th, international application will be published by the International Bureau. 

If the applicant wishes to avoid or postpone publication, a notice of Withdrawal of the international appl.ca ion o. of the 

priorirv claim, must reach th,- International B»r.-mi as provided in rules 90 his t and 90 h» respectively, before the 

i.iuiph-tioii of tin- technical preparations for international publication. 
Within 19 months from the priority date/a demand for international preliminary examination must be filed if the applicant 

wishes to postpone the entry into the national phase until 30 months front the priority date (in some Offices even later). 

Within 20 months from the priority date, the applicant must perform the prescribed acts for entry into tlu- national phase 
lufbre all designated Offices which have not been elected in the demand or in a later election within U> months from the 
priority date or could not be elected because they are not bound by Chapter 11. 




Name and mailing address of the ISA/ I S 
» ..inn. insi i a r.ii« nu ..ifi Ti .i«i< ti..u k> 

\y.i^.ji.«i..i». ■».€■. win 
Facsimile No. (TQ:^ :U)^2; iQ 
Form I 'CIV ISA / 220 (July I99S)* 



Vuthoi ized officer 
SCOTT KASTLFR 



i-Iepholle No. 





PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCT 

INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 

(PCT Article 18 :md Rules 13 ruid 11) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 

SPoo-ss I 
International application No. 
I'CT/ USo l / +h l til 



Applicant 
CORNING INCOKPOKATliD 



FOR FURTHER «•* Notification of Transmittal of International Search Report 
ACTION (Form PCT/1SA/22Q) as well as, where applicable, item 5 below. 



(P 



International filing date (day /month /year) 
H) DECEMBER 2001 



) 

(Earliest) Priority Date (day /month /year) 
21 DECEMBER 2OO0 



\3 

his international search report consists of a total of — sheets. 



This international search rep< 

|~x| It is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this report. 




t. Basis of die report 

a. With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of the international application m the 
language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 
| 1 t he international search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the international application furnished to tins 

I I Authority (Rule 23.1(b)). 

b With reu.nl to :,ny nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international applicaiion. uV imernat.onal seureh 
was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 
| | contained in the international application in written form. 

[ | filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

| | furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

| | furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

|— j the statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 

□ the statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has b een 

i j furnished. 

2. Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box I). 

X. [ | Unity of invention is lacking (See Box II). 
+. With regard to the title, 

| x | the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 
| 1 [he text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



r>. With regard to the abstract. 

the text is approver! as submitted by the applicant 



□ 



Vi the text has been established, according to Kuh- .;.. A b ( . b> this Authority .,s a appeal s n 



Box III. The applicant may. within one month from the date of mailing of this international 
search report, submit comments to this Authority. 

Th, Hgui. -ttli. draw ins* t • | obi i-di. d *Mth tlx ..bMi ... t .> Tigui No. ] 

as suggested by the applicant. | | None of the figure? 

because the applicant failed to suggest a figure, 
because this figure better characterizes the invention. 



X 



Form IVT, ISA. Jlu (first sheet) tJuly loo.s.* 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 


Intel-nation 


al application No 




ITT /I 'So 


l ' ifj i l 



Box HI TliXT Ol THIi ABSTRACT (Continuation of item 5 of the first sheet) 

The technical features mentioned in the abstract do not include a reference sign 
between parentheses (PCT Rule 8. 1(d)). 

NFW ABSTRACT 

A fused silica production furnace (100) and methods of producing fused silica are 
disclosed. The furnace (100) and the methods involve using a foamed refractory 
(12) having a network of interconnected pores. 




INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/t'Soi / 1 



\. CLASSIFICATION OP Sl BJl-Cl MATI'l-R 

IPC(T) :COSB 37/022 

According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national clas sification and IPC 
B. I lliLDS SEARCHED 



Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 
U.S. : 2fifi/2S0 ( 28 S; 




Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to 
searched 



Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practicable, search terms use 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category 



Citation 



oi document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



T 



US 5,043,002 A (DOBBINS et al) 27 August 1991, figure 1, col. 6 
lines 20-50. 

EP 0,978,487 A2 (CORNING INCORPORATED) 09 February 
2000, figure 3. 



Rcle\ all l to i.l.um No. 



1-10 



1-10 



Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C. Q See patent family annex. 



Special categories of cited documents. 

•A" document defining the general state uf the art irhiub is out considered 

tn he .if particular relevance 

"K" earlier doeilUieul published <m or all.rr llie international lilinfi dale 

■•1 •• .I.Miim.'iil «hi. h ma* 1ltr..« .l-nl.1- »ri..rilv .-Iniiiif*' ..r wliirh is 

. ,.. „ , . >ii- |.m.li> - ■< i . iUH r "ih-T 

>|h*i i.i I n«a*>iu .t> -|» > ill«"d 

-O- tl.M iim.MH ivforrii.fi I*. au ..ral disel.«i.iv. use, exhibition or other 

nivalis 

-\y" d.MMiinonl published prior t., the inlen.ali.mal liliufi date but laler 

thau tbe priority date claimed 
Date of the actual completion of the international search 

ni \IAKPH 2002 

Nairn- and mailing; aildress of the ISA ''I S 
I'oiiinussioiuT nl Vaunis and TrndeinarUx 

p.ox per 

Washington. D.C. 2023 1 
Facsimile No. } ;H)/»-;i2;>o 

Form PCT/ ISA/2 10 (second sheet) (July l»>»JK)* 



, later d.ieumeut published after the international tiling date ..r priority 

date aud uot in conflict with the a pplicati..n but cited In understand 
the principle or theory underlying the invention 

-X" document of particular rel-vain I lie claimed in ventimi cannot 

considered novel ur cannot be considered In hivulvn an inveutive step 
when the docuinenl is taken a lone 

»y document nl" particular relevance; the claimed iu\"iitiou cannot be 

considered to involve an inventive step « hen the document is combined 
with one or more other such documents, such comb iuatiou beiufi 
tibvious C « • a persou skilled in the art 

»^« document member of tin- same |..ii.-m l.niiih 

Date of mailing of the international s« an h ie|>ui i 



2 2 MAR 2002 



Authorized officer 



SCOTT KASTLEK 



Telephone No. (TO:) 1 .iOs-2. r »0(i 




